HUMANISM & THE CHURCHES

struggled they found themselves the faster pinioned,
and crowded up into narrowness and servility; inso-
much that now they are not able to use any wings at
all, but inheriting the serpent's curse, can only creep
with their bellies upon the earth.'1

The high doctrine of the Eternal Decrees, that
is one of the wings which Cudworth's hearers were
fain to stretch too wide; another was the imputed
righteousness of Christ. This was the doctrine under
whose wing a sincere and tormented soul like that
of Bunyan found shelter: *At this I was greatly
lightened in my mind and made to understand that
God could justify a sinner at any time, it was but his
looking upon Christ and imputing of his benefits to us
and the work was forthwith done. . . . Now was I
set on high, I saw myself within the arms of Grace
and mercy, and though before I was afraid to think
of a dying hour, yet now I cried, Let me die: now
Death was a lovely and beautiful sight, for I saw we
shall never live indeed till we be gone to the other
World^ Cromwell also, one gathers from his letters,
found in the doctrine of imputed righteousness a
support while he walked in the crooked ways of
revolutionary politics. To Cudworth, nourished on
Plato, it seemed not only a dangerous doctrine, with
whose effects he was doubtless familiar, but to betray
a misunderstanding, a materialistic conception of the
doctrine of redemption which was a redemption not
from Hell and the consequences of sin, but from sin
itself. 'These things I write unto you (saith our
apostle) that you sin not; therein expressing the end
of the whole gospel, which is not only to cover sin
by spreading the purple robe of Christ's death and

1 The Works of Ralph Cudworth* 1829, vol. iv., Sermon i.
2 Bunyan, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.
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